
 

Massachusetts, Homes to Many Different People                                                                                                   Grade 3 

Timeframe Topic Content Resources Concepts, 
Skills, & 
Standards 

Assessments 

September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 
 

Map Skills 
 
 
European Explorers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Native People of MA 

1. Using a globe, reading maps, cardinal 
directions, intermediate directions, identify and 
locate continents, oceans. 

2. Native People first came into contact with 
Europeans in the 16th century. 

3. Voyages  and map routes of European 
explorers: Giovani Caboto, Bartholomew 
Gosnold, Giovanni de Verrazano, John Smith 
and Samuel de Champlain. 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Diversity of native groups in MA and NE region 
2. Identify tribes and and locate territories in MA 
3. Physical features of the land and how it 

influences settlement 
4. Contributions of Native Americans 
5. Many places, rivers, streets are named after 

Native Americans 
 

Maps Skills for 
Today 
Scholastic 
  
Classroom 
maps 
Google maps 
 
Online 
Resources 
 
Readworks.org 
 
 
 
Maps 
 
Readworks.org 

3.T3.1 
 
 
3.T3.2 
 
 
3.T3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.T2.3 
 

Formative & 
summative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formative & 
summative 
 
 



 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 

 
The Pilgrims, the 
Plymouth Colony and 
Native Communities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Puritans, The 
Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, Native 
Peoples and Africans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winter Holidays and 
Customs 

 
1.  Pilgrims  
2. Reasons for leaving Europe 
3. Journey on the Mayflower 
4. Plymouth Colony - government 
5. Daily lives - homes, schooling, work, clothing 
6. Wampanoag and Wabanaki people 
7. Relationships between Native Americans and 

Pilgrims 
8. Challenges for Pilgrims 
9. Samoset and Massasoit 
10. First Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Early English Leaders 
2. Comparison of Pilgrims and Puritans 
3. Arrival of English Settlers  
4. Native People and English settlers interactions 
5. King Philips War and Pequot War 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Family members, customs and traditions 
2. Immigrant groups in our community 
3. Christmas, Hannakah, Asian New Year, Las 

Posadas and Kwanza 

 
Scholastic. 
Com - 
slideshow, 
pictures, virtual 
field trip 
 
The 
Massachusetts 
Colony   
By: Kevin 
Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
 
Massachusetts 
Our Home 
Copyright 2004 
Gibbs Smith 
Education 
 
 
Photos of 
Primary 
Sources 
Scholastic.com 
 
 
 
Trade books 

 
 
 
 
3.T4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.T5.1 
 
 
3.T5.2 
3.T5.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.T1.2 

 
 
Formative and 
summative  
 
 
 
Native 
American 
artifact project 
 
 



January- 
 

Africans in 
Massachusetts 
 
 
 

1. 17th and 18th century slavery was legal 
2. MA had both free and enslaved people 
3. Importance of maritime commerce and bartering 
4. Trade routes 

Various articles 
& online 
resources 

3.T5.4 
3.T5.5 

Formative & 
summative 

 
 
February- 
March 
 
 
**field trips 
usually take 
place in 
April/May 

 
 
Massachusetts in the 
18th century through 
the American 
Revolution 

 
 

1. Massachusetts importance in US history 
2. Growth of towns and cities of MA 
3. The Boston Massacre 
4. The Boston Tea Party 
5. The Intolerable Acts 
6. Sons of Liberty 
7. The First Continental Congress 
8. Battle of Lexington and Concord 
9. Battle of Bunker Hill 
10. Loyalists and Patriots 
11. Roles of Native People and Africans in the 

American Revolution 
12. Roles of Colonial Women during the American 

Revolution 
13. Revolutionary Leaders : Paul Revere, John 

Hancock, John and Abigail Adams, Samual 
Adams, Peter Salem.  

14. Declaration of Independence 
15. Constitution of the United States - Bill of Rights 
16. MA State Constitutions 

 
 
Maps 
 
Field trips- The 
Commonwealth 
Museum 
 
Quincy Historic 
Tour 
The 
Massachusetts 
Colony   
By: Kevin 
Cunningham 
Massachusetts 
Our Home 
Copyright 2004 
Gibbs Smith 
Education 
Brainpop videos 
 
 
 
Various articles 
& online 
resources 

 
 
3.T6.1 
 
 
3.T6.2 
 
 
3. T6 3 
 
 
 
 
 
3.T6.4 
 
 
3.T6. 5 

 
 
Formative & 
summative 
 
Revolutionary 
Time Line  



 
 
April 
 
(Computer 
class) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April- 
June 

 
 
European explorers, 
Colonial Leaders, 
Native American 
Leaders  and 
Revolutionary figures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Massachusetts cities 
and towns today and 
in history 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1. European explorers: Giovani Caboto, 
Bartholomew Gosnold, Giovanni de Verrazano, 
John Smith and Samuel de Champlain. 

2. Colonial Leaders: John Winthrop, Miles 
Standish, William Brewster, Edward Winslow, 
William Bradford, John Alden, John Cotton, 
Thomas Hooker 

3. Native Leaders: Massaoit, Metacom (King 
Philip), Squanto 

4. Revolutionary figures: Crispus Attucks, Paul 
Revere, John Adams,  John Hancock, Abigail 
Adams, Sam Adams, Peter Salem 

 
 
 

 
1. Current Map of Massachusetts  
2. Political map of the US 
3. Locate New England States and capitals 
4. Historic landmarks of Quincy and Boston 
5. John Adams and John Quincy Adams 

Birthplaces 
6. Abigail Adams Cairn 
7. Adams Academy - John Hancock’s birthplace 
8. Demographic origin Quincy 
9. Purpose of government and Quincy’s 

government 
10. Leadership in schools, communities, cities, and 

states 
11. Voting and participation in local government 
12. Taxes and services 

 
 
 
Online 
resources and 
Keynote 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quincy Historic 
sights and 
Museum 
Quincy Sun 
newspaper - 
Historical 
excerpt 
 
Online Virtual 
tour of Boston 
 
Commonwealth 
Museum 
Brainpop  
 
Junior 
Achievement 
 
 

 
 
 
3.T3.2 
 
 
3.T5.1 
 
 
 
3.T5.2 
 
 
3.T6.2 
 
 
 
 
3.T1.1 
3.T2.1 
 
 
3.T1.2 
 
3.T1.3 

 
 
 
Powerpoint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formative & 
summative 
 
Maps 

 


